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January 18, 2018 
Savannah Grove Elementary SIC Committee Meeting  
SIC Minutes  
Mrs. Wukela called the meeting to order at 3:06 pm. The minutes from previous 
meeting were approved.  
The meeting was turned over to Mr. Copeland. Mr. Copeland stated that we need to 
keep the school and each other in prayer during the cold days. Mr. Copeland gave a 
huge congrats to our SIC committee for being named on the Honor Roll list for 2018. Mr. 
Copeland stated that we are doing a good job, and that he has received numerous calls 
from other Principals to ask what are we doing? He also gave a huge thank you to Mrs. 
Wukela for guiding us. The meeting was turned back over to Mrs. Wukela.  
Publicity  
Mrs. Wukela discussed that we were among seven Elementary Schools and we were 
named amongst 19 schools altogehter for the honor roll. She stated that we will be 
moving on to level two in the competition. Mrs. Wukela stated that we will need to put 
together our binder by February 12. We will continue how we did with level one and 
add to the binder. Mrs. Wukela will proof read it before submission. Mrs. Parrott also 
agreed to proof read the binder along with Mrs. Smith. Our SIC will compete along with 
South Florence High School and there will be only one winner. Mrs. Wukela stated that 



we can look into ways to improve if we compete again next year. The meeting was 
turned back over to Mr. Copeland.  
Mr. Copeland stated, “We just want a chance”. The first step to getting this far was huge 
and now people are recognizing the school more. He stated that principals from 
Spartanburg asked him to come visit the school. Mr. Copeland also spoke on other 
public publicity such as social media that the school is being recognized on. Mr. 
Copeland advised us that he took down his Principal Social Media page until he can get 
more clarification from HR on having the page.  
Safety  
Mr. Copeland discussed the issues on the security door. He was informed that if funding 
is available at the end of the year, that he would receive assistance on getting one door. 
Mrs. Wukela stated that she didn’t like that answer, and we all agreed. She suggested 
that as an SIC committee and parents could (1). Write a letter about our concerns and 
submit it. (2). Be patient and come up with the money to purchase the door(s) 
ourselves. (3). Ask if we come up with 2/3 of the money, will they give the remaining 
balance. She stated that we already received $500 award form winning the bulletin 
board contest. Mr. Copeland stated that there  
are 3 doors that need to be secured at the school. The price per door is $1500. Mr. 
Copeland stated that he is not against any of the suggestions and what we are trying to 
do or want. Mrs. Wukela made a suggestion to think about the decisions and for Mr. 
Copeland to get back with her on it.  
Mr. Copeland also spoke on emergency procedure. He discussed the issue of the recent 
lock down that took place at the school. The school was placed on code yellow due to 
gunshots fired outside of school. The school was placed on the lock down while the 
premises were checked. The police were called and dispatched to the school and area. 
Parents were notified during the time of lock down of what was going on. They found 
out that there were some hunters in the area hunting and everything was ok from there. 
Mrs. Orange stated that she was there during the process, and that she commends the 
school for a job well done on security.  
Title One  
Mrs. Leroy discussed that we are going to get more chrome books and carts. School 
should receive about 38 chrome books. The money has been made available for the 
purchase. She stated that Mr. Scott received a cart for his Second grade class for chrome 
books. Mrs. Leroy also stated that our names will also go on the Title One planning 
committee as well by us being on the SIC committee. Mrs. Leroy stated that she has 
forms that she will need our approval on.  
APT  
Mrs. Orange discussed the spring fundraiser that will start on February 2. The fundraiser 
will be the Domino’s Slice the Price of Pizza cards. The cards will be $10.00 each. Every 
teacher with five or more participants will receive a free slice the price card. The school 
will receive $5.00 profit from each card sold. Mrs. Orange suggested that you could go 
out into the community to sell cards to help with the fundraiser as well.  
Box tops were also discussed, and it was said that the box tops are doing well and has in 
a little over $300.00 Encourage students to bring box tops. St. Catherine’s church sent a 



letter stating that they would help supply box tops and supply school supplies if needed. 
They also asked if we were getting funds from Harris Teeter. (School is unaware of 
receiving funds from Harris Teeter) A letter will be submitted back to St. Catherine’s 
about concerns.  
Community/ School Events  
Mr. Copeland informed us that Mr. Jermaine Connelly has moved back to Greenville, SC 
do to his church moving back. Mr. Connelly stated that he appreciated everything and 
stated that if we ever need anything, to let him know. Mr. Copeland stated that he will 
need to make a decision on filling Mr. Connelly’s position on the committee.  
Cultural Diversity team discussed having a fair night in April. They are excited to see 
where the committee goes and what they achieve. There hasn’t been a cultural diversity 
team here at the school for years, and they are excited to have it back. The committee 
will send notifications out to all of the teachers about the event. Mrs. Wukela made a 
suggestion to the committee about maybe pairing up with another cultural group at the 
high school to maybe help and get ideas. Mrs. Orange suggested maybe even making 
passports for the event.  
Community/District Updates  
The new interim district superintendent has been announced; Mr. Dan Strickland.  
Mrs. Wukela spoke on SC report cards- SGES had an enrollment of 650 in 2017 and 
spoke on choice schools. Mrs. Wukela stated that Capturing Kids Hearts got mentioned 
on the report card for SGES for 2017. 1 out of 14 elementary schools in FSD1. Students 
take an SC Ready test and pass test for Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth grade. We all want to do 
better for reaching goals for test scores.  
Mr. Copeland discussed increasing the test scores. He also stated that we need more 
parent involvement and feedback. He stated that we could always try to send out 
surveys to the parents to get their feedback on what we can do to be better. Mrs. 
Wukela stated that we have challenges that other schools don’t have being that we are 
in a rural area.  
Committees  
Mrs. Wukela asked if we knew of anyone that would like to or be willing to fill the 
position of Mr. Connelly. If so, please let her or Mr. Copeland know. Mrs. Wukela also 
asked if anyone would like to join the publicity committee. Mrs. Sirbu-Green joined the 
committee.  
Reminders  
Next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 16, 2018 at 3:05pm.  
Meeting adjourned at 4:28pm  
 
Meeting Recorder’s Name:  Christy Reed 

 


